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Preface

Dec. 10, 2021

On the occasion of the 6th Anniversary of Paris Climate Agreement, I am delighted to join
this extraordinary event for launch of the carbon emission evaluation and ranking report,
simply called as “From the Lens of Students — Carbon Emission Ranking of 2021 Fortune 500
Chinese Enterprises” initiated by the Operation Earth.

As the international mentor for this innovative project, I have no hesitation in whole heartedly
appreciating the effort take by Chinese students in carrying out such extensive carbon
emission survey and evaluation of China’s Fortune 500 enterprises.

This profoundly important exercise stands out for two reasons. First, it is the first step towards
China’s long march for next several decades. Second, it is done by students, the young minds,
who would be tomorrow’s leaders in the Government or in the Industry.

Let’s look at China’s today’s situation. China is the second largest economy in the world, and
143 Fortune 500 companies listed by Fortune 500 in 2021 are. Chinese enterprises Their
revenue accounts for more than half of China’s GDP in 2020, thus these enterprises play vital
role in China’s present economic and social development, but not only that, they would
continue to play larger role in Carbon Neutrality effort of China in future

On the other hand, China is also the largest carbon emitting country in the world, the Chinese
enterprises of Fortune 500 shoulder effort and extremely heavy responsibilities in terms of
carbon emissions, and reduction needed to realize the strategy and goal of Chinese
government led by President Xi.

I am so impressed by the ecological civilization thought of President Xi of China, and also
encouraged by his announcement of China’s target of 2030 when China’s emission will peak
and then it will start to reducing and achieve the carbon neutrality by 2060, in Chinese B&i&
& % = F1 H #5 . Such target will enormously expedite carbon neutrality of the world and
restrict global warming to 2.0 degrees centigrade, even 1.5 degree centigrade by the end of
this century. China is key player in saving the humanity and the planet from real existential
disaster.

Let me tell you, to my knowledge, there is no evaluation or ranking of the Fortune 500
enterprises in the world based on the carbon emission and emission intensity considered as
Key Performance Indicators- measured by young students.

I am proud to be the mentor for a yearlong International E-Internship Program on Climate
Change and Biodiversity Conservation (IEIP) for young students jointly organized by the
Operation Earth and TERRE Policy Center, during COVID19 pandemic.

This creative idea of “From the Lens of Students — Carbon Emission Ranking of 2021 Fortune
500 Chinese Enterprises” has germinated in this very programme of IEIP. The IEIP interns are
given the excises to cloud good example of carbon emission, reduction, and improve the
carbon emission intensity based on the 2020 CSR Report and ESG Report.

Young people are the protectors of the future of our planet. At the same time they will be the

most affected population due to climate change in the coming future. But there is the hope,

fortunately, they are in position and can play an important role in addressing the challenges of
3
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climate change. It is essential for our common future to ensure that youth aware of their role
in tackling today's climate crisis.

This project will certainly help to promote awareness on importance and urgency of climate
crisis among the young people. Young people can demonstrate practical actions from daily life,
and influence their classmates, friends and family members, and thus society in general.
When they would be graduated, they will be the major tasks forces of decision making and
technical innovation of energy transformation and carbon neutral operation, production and
also daily behavior towards carbon neutrality.

Friends, I will continue to support and mentor this evaluation project on annual basis, with an
aim that more Chinese enterprises of Fortune 500 will follow the excellent example of the
enterprises commented and commended by Student Volunteer Carbon Survey Team of
Operation Earth. This team has shown the achievement of the enterprises in terms of
identifying and responding to climate risks and opportunities, developing the roadmap
towards carbon neutrality, and finally, how to achieve the target, set by President Xi. The
disclose of carbon emission data openly and transparently as have been done by some of the
Chinese Fortune 500 companies, is in accordance with the UNESCO’s Open Data Access
policy and requirement of GRI Standards. I believe, and I strongly believe that, such kind of
uniformity in disclosing the data, would lead millions of Chinese SMEs to join the hands for
carbon neutral operation and production.

I strongly encourage students’ volunteers of Operation Earth to continue to survey and
evaluate Fortune 500 enterprise’ carbon emission and emission intensity on regular and
annual basis. I will be the mentor and stand by you as ever.

Thank you and Xiexie!

Dr. Rajendra Shende
former Director of UNEP and Coordinating Lead Author (CLA) of 2007 IPCC Assessment
Reports that won the Nobel Peace Prize.
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